
FAFSA/GSFAPPS Retraction: FAFSA NOT Required for State Financial Aid 
Programs 

(Including HOPE and Zell Miller Scholarships)  

As a result of newly passed legislation (House Bill 324) during the 2013 Legislative Session, the 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) will NOT be required for those students 
planning to attend a college in Georgia who are seeking state financial aid. If a student and their 
family do not wish to complete a FAFSA, the GSFAPPS application can continue to be used to 
apply for financial aid programs administered by the State of Georgia.* 
 
Earlier this year, it was announced that a FAFSA would be required for students seeking state 
financial assistance to attend a college in Georgia. In addition, the GSFAPPS process would no 
longer be available as a means to apply for state financial aid programs. These changes to the 
method by which students could apply for state aid were being implemented to comply with the 
requirements for verification of lawful presence in Georgia. 
 
Legislators cited the potential for hardship and inconvenience for many families that would 
accompany the FAFSA requirement and the elimination of the GSFAPPS option as the reason 
for the passing of HB 324. 
 
The FAFSA continues to be an essential part of applying for financial aid. Unlike GSFAPPS, the 
FAFSA considers federal and state financial aid opportunities for students whether they plan to 
attend an in-state or out-of-state school. We strongly encourage students and their families to 
complete a FAFSA to ensure they are receiving all financial aid available to them. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us at 770.724.9000 or 
800.505.GSFC (4732) or by email at clientservices@gsfc.org.  
 
Thank you,  
        
Georgia Student Finance Commission 
  
*Georgia Financial Aid Programs 
ACCEL • Georgia Military College State Service Scholarship Loan Program HERO Scholarship 
• HOPE GED Grant • HOPE Grant • HOPE Scholarship 
• North Georgia College & State University Military Scholarship Loan • North Georgia College & 
State University ROTC Grant and ROTC Grant for Future Officers 
• Public Safety Memorial Grant • Scholarship for Engineering Education Program • Student 
Access Loan (SAL) Program • Tuition Equalization Grant 
• Zell Miller Scholarship.  
 


